
Notes from GA Building Committee Meeting, October 22, 2014    

 

Present were Scott Silberfein (BOE and parent), Linda Purvis  (District),Sharon Hill 

(Principal), Russ Davidson (Architect),  David Siegel (parent), Amy Nadasdi (parent), 

Karen Guardino (teacher), John Trenholm (Director of Facilities), Debbie Leitner 

(teacher) and Barry Meiselman (GNA Pres and parent). 

 

Linda Purvis started the meeting with an overview of a few key school statistics: GA now 

has 19 class sections, up from 18. Enrollment projections for 2014-15 were 388 total 

students with 62 kindergarteners. According to Sharon Hill, there are currently 409 total 

students at the school with about 60 in kindergarten.    Enrollment projections are more 

reliable with larger numbers, such as projections for the entire district, then for an 

individual school.  

 

There was a question about how many “moveable” kids GA has.  These are kids whose 

parents are non-residents (e.g., teachers) but are able to attend Scarsdale schools.  

Moveable children can be moved to a different school in Scarsdale if a new class would 

have to be created to accommodate them. 

 

The purpose of the committee is to represent and funnel information to stakeholders. 

 

Russ Davidson emphasized that the process would be open and transparent.  Most often, 

such a feasibility study leads to a major building renovation, but sometimes replacement 

of the school occurs.  The outcomes of the study are designed to satisfy the needs of the 

community for 30 years, to match the 30 year time horizon that is typically required to 

finance such a project. The architects are now in a “listening” phase…beginning to 

anticipate budget.  They have looked at the facility and spoken to Sharon regarding the 

educational adequacy of the building, comparing what is here versus needs. 

 

The results of the detailed facility survey and educational adequacy assessment will be 

discussed at the next meeting.  An expansion of the facility may not be feasible.  The 

issue of closing Huntington Avenue is on the table but Village administrations have 

typically refused to consider it in the past.   

 

Some front-end decisions may have to be made at the outset of the feasibility study.  One 

that would introduce significant design limitations is whether parity should exist between 

GA and other schools regarding facility accommodations.  For instance, should the GA 

school be renovated (or a new school designed) with central air conditioning if other 

schools in Scarsdale don’t have it?  It appeared that the committee did not want to have 

the architects work under any such restrictions on design as a result of parity. Air 

conditioning will not be the only parity issue and should not impact decisions. 

 

The major building conditions issues are ventilation and indoor air quality, moisture due 

to a high water table (not an easy issue to remedy) and heating systems.  There is also a 

need for multiple student toilet rooms.   

 



Classroom quantity and size issues need to be addressed.  The state standard is 770 

square feet for classrooms aside from kindergarten, where the standard should be 900 

square feet.  Classroom sizes are generally small in the current facility, and range in size 

above and below these standards.   The study will determine the right size classroom for 

the type of education planned in Scarsdale.  In the new Post Road school in White Plains, 

850 square feet was determined to be the appropriate classroom size.  More space is 

needed for special education instruction.  There may be a need for 6-10 small group 

instruction rooms at the GA school, with approximately 250 square feet required for each 

room.  In new school design, having a number of classrooms with moveable walls has 

become popular because of the flexibility it allows in classroom size.  It is also desirable 

to design a school with all 3 types of assembly spaces- gym, cafeteria and auditorium- 

instead of building assembly spaces for multiple uses. 

 

Remodeling carries premiums with high cost for phasing considerations. Would require 

temporary facilities – classrooms or grade level in temporary facilities.  Question of the 

building’s historical significance and related landmark preservation considerations came 

up, but it was not expected this would be an issue. 

 

The next steps are a building conditions review and generating a model space program 

and comparing it to our current space.  The school now has 56,000 square feet of space, 

which is high for the 409 students but a lot of space is lost in corridors.  Seismic, wind 

and lateral forces would have to be considered in adding a 2
nd

 story onto the building. 

 

According to Linda Purvis, redistricting could affect this process but the district is 

developing a separate strategy to consider redistricting for all schools, not just GA. 

 

Need to communicate – architects are in the process of gathering information. No 

decisions are being made. The focus is on process not on outcome at this time. 

 

Future meetings will be held November 19, January 14, February 11, March 18 and April 

23. 

 


